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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development makes an ambitious commitment of leaving no one behind in its implementation. In order to ensure that this commitment is effectively met for forcibly displaced persons, this section of the background document on data disaggregation, developed by the Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics (EGRIS), identifies policy priority areas for these vulnerable population groups, and corresponding SDG indicators to be disaggregated by displacement status. EGRIS was mandated by the UN Statistical Commission in 2016 to develop internationally recognized recommendations and practical guidance on statistics production on displaced populations.

Definitions of population groups in scope of the proposal

The vulnerable groups included in this proposal are forcibly displaced persons, i.e. refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs).

Based on the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, a refugee is a person who is outside his or her country of nationality or habitual residence, and who has a well-founded fear of being persecuted because of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, and is unable to avail him- or herself of the protection of that country, or to return there for fear of persecution.

Based on the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, internally displaced persons (IDPs) are persons or groups of persons that have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or man-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border.

Policy priority areas

This proposal is based on evaluation of the 2030 Agenda in terms of priority areas deemed relevant for forced displacement. In particular, the International Recommendations on Refugee Statistics (IRRS) include a recommendation for a common set of indicators to measure refugees’ integration in host communities. Indicators were selected pragmatically as the most salient and those for which data are most likely to become available. As a result, 3 key policy priority areas for forcibly displaced populations were identified, and 12 priority SDG indicators were directly mapped to these areas:

I. Basic needs and living conditions (2.2.1; 3.1.2; 6.1.1; 11.1.1)
II. Livelihoods and economic self-reliance (1.2.1; 4.1.1; 7.1.1; 8.3.1; 8.5.2)
III. Civil, political and legal rights (1.4.2; 16.1.4; 16.9.1)
Indicator disaggregation and methodology/data sources considerations

The following indicators are recommended to be prioritized for disaggregation by refugees and IDP status, as well as further broken down by age and sex whenever possible. In order to ensure availability of minimum quality statistics on refugees and IDPs, it is recommended that national statistics providers include statistics on these priority indicators in the reporting plans for the 2030 Agenda as a starting point, but governments do not have to be limited to this prioritized list only and data collection on additional indicators is encouraged. The difficulties for the vast majority of countries to implement the necessary data collection on the listed indicators are acknowledged, and reporting could not be made without a proper improvement in the data sources.

The majority of the proposed indicators can be calculated using data sourced from surveys, censuses and administrative records. Data for indicators of population living conditions are commonly found in national surveys and censuses, making them available for most countries. These indicators can be disaggregated by forced displacement if core questions for the identification of refugees and IDPs are added to national surveys. Additionally, a large number of the proposed indicators are already available from global surveys such as MICS and DHS, however identification of refugees and IDPs in these surveys and ensuring adequate representation in samples is not routine practice to date. Adding a limited number of additional questions would help to provide the data needed to construct many of the recommended indicators. Relevant questions for the identification of refugees are currently included in most migrant-targeted surveys and several household surveys identifying refugees, such as MED-HIMS, Migration and the New African City survey as well as surveys in countries such as France, Switzerland, Australia, United States and Canada, among others[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  This topic will be covered in more depth in the forthcoming Refugee Statistics Compiler’s Manual currently being prepared by EGRIS.] 

Furthermore, in many household surveys refugee camps, reception centers, informal settlements and other collective housing units where refugees and IDPs may reside are not always covered. The reporting on the suggested list of indicators for refugees and IDPs will therefore require the extension of the scope of many survey sampling frames to cover camps and institutional buildings housing displaced populations, in addition to the usual residential dwellings. 
It is also important to keep in mind that indicators derived from general household and labour force surveys can only be used for refugee and IDPs when the sample size and design is adequate to yield meaningful results for forcibly displaced populations. Alternatively, in some contexts, refugees can be identified through a process of data matching, and the techniques required to do this should be developed and tested. In countries with a low proportion of refugees and/or IDPs relative to the general population, a targeted survey may be more appropriate.

	Policy priority area I: Basic needs and living conditions
Forcibly displaced people are particularly vulnerable to disease, and more likely to experience uncertain supplies of safe food and water. This policy area focuses on measuring the ability of forcibly displaced persons to provide for their most immediate and basic needs, such as access to food, adequate health care services, water and sanitation facilities, as well as appropriate shelter. 

	Goal
	Indicator
	Tier 
	Justification/Comments

	Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
	[bookmark: _GoBack]2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting (height for age <-2 standard deviation from the median of the World Health Organization (WHO) Child Growth Standards) among children under 5 years of age
	Tier I
	A widely measured indicator which is a good indicator of both health and nutrition status. 

This data is widely collected in household surveys such as the DHS and MICS surveys, however identification of IDPs and refugees in these surveys and ensuring adequate representation in samples is not routine practice to date.

	Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
	3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel
	Tier I
	An indicator that can reflect how much refugees have access to health services. Similarly for IDPs this indicator can reflect the long-term impacts of displacement on access to basic services.

	Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
	6.1.1 Proportion of population using safely managed drinking water services
	Tier II
	A key basic needs indicator. Data can be obtained by household surveys, and is regularly collected in most large-scale refugee and IDP crises, however bias may be present if displaced persons that do not live in camp settings are excluded.

	Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
	11.1.1 Proportion of urban population living in slums, informal settlements or inadequate housing
	Tier I

	Housing conditions are especially relevant for refugees and IDPs, who may be living in inadequate housing in both urban and rural areas, in camps or in individual accommodation outside of camp environments. 
Overcrowding is another component of the indicator. There are different grounds for describing an accommodation as overcrowded. It is recommended to apply the national definition if this exists, taking into account the ease of data collection in the field. 
Questions on a household’s housing situation are asked in most household surveys worldwide.

	Policy priority area II: Livelihoods and economic self-reliance
The long-term wellbeing of forcibly displaced persons cannot be achieved without the enjoyment of the right to work, the access to income generating opportunities, and admission to education. This policy area measures the ability of refugees and IDPs to be economically self-reliant and to benefit from the goods and services considered to be necessary to lead an adequate life. 

	Goal
	Indicator
	Tier
	Justification/Comments

	Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
	1.2.1 Proportion of population living below the national poverty line, by sex and age
	Tier I

	It is recommended that poverty be measured using the threshold of the national poverty line where this exists, as national poverty lines reflect the particular conditions, cultural norms and minimum baskets of consumption items in each country. 

	Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
	4.1.1 Proportion of children and young people: (a) in grades 2/3; (b) at the end of primary; and (c) at the end of lower secondary achieving at least a minimum proficiency level in (i) reading and (ii) mathematics, by sex
	Tier II

	The measure is primarily directed at school aged people, but as many refugees will have had gaps in their educational background, the proposed age denominator will be broader than normally used for educational analyses. It is recommended to use 15-34 years of age for this indicator. For IDPs this indicator is useful for measuring the extent to which internal displacement has interfered with children’s education or might continue to do so due to inability to access education in place of current residence (for reasons such as lack of documentation, no schools available, language skills, discrimination) or due to negative coping mechanisms such as child labour to secure family income.

Assessments are typically administered within school systems, the current indicators cover only those in school and the proportion of in-school target populations might vary from country to country due to varied out-of-school children populations.
Due to the complication in assessing out-of-school children and the main focus on improving
education system, the UIS is taking a stepping stone approach. It will concentrate on assessing children in school in the medium term, where much data are available, then develop more coherent implementation plan to assess out-of-school children in the longer term.

	Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
	7.1.1 Proportion of population with access to electricity
	Tier I
	An indicator alternative to monetary poverty that can provide information on material deprivation. 
Data can be obtained by household surveys. A question on access to electricity is also included in the DHS.

	Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
	8.3.1 Proportion of informal employment in non-agriculture employment, by sex
	Tier II

	In many developing countries, the majority of the labour force is employed in the informal economy, generally defined as working for informal enterprises, and in informal employment. Entry into the formal economy is often reserved for well-qualified or highly skilled individuals. As refugees are often disadvantaged in the labour market, access to the formal sector is a good indicator of integration in low and middle-income countries. For IDPs this indicator allows for understanding the impacts of displacement on access to labour market when compared with the non-displaced population.

	
	8.5.2 Unemployment rate, by sex, age and persons with disabilities
	Tier I

	Labour force status is a key indicator of integration. The situation of displaced people within the labour market is not only an important indicator of labour market integration but also of their capacity for self-reliance. 

	Policy priority area III: Civil, political and legal rights
The enjoyment of civil, political and legal rights is a necessary requisite so that forcibly displaced persons can integrate in the host society. These include access to documentation for both IDPs and refugees, as well as, for refugees, permanent or renewable legal residency status in the host State. In addition, these rights include equitable and non-discriminatory access to judicial procedures, and freedom of movement without being subject to harassment or violence.

	Goal
	Indicator
	Tier
	Justification/Comments

	Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
	1.4.2 Proportion of total adult population with secure tenure rights to land, with legally recognized documentation and who perceive their rights to land as secure, by sex and by type of tenure
	Tier II

	Secure tenure rights (and proper documentation to prove them) is one of the most often-observed challenges facing IDPs, both in regard to claiming back lost property and securing tenure and access rights in new areas of settlement.  It is also a critical factor for returning or integrating refugees.

Indicator 1.4.2 is composed of two parts: (A) measures the incidence of adults with legally recognized documentation over land among the total adult population; while (B) focuses on the incidence of adults who report having perceived secure rights to land among the adult population. Part (A) and part (B) provide two complementary data sets on security of tenure rights, needed for measuring the indicator.

	Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
	16.1.4 Proportion of population that feel safe walking alone around the area they live
	Tier II
	This is to assess displaced individuals’ freedom of movement without being subject to violence.


	
	16.9.1 Proportion of children under 5 years of age whose births have been registered with a civil authority, by age
	Tier I

	It is crucial that refugees have the opportunity to register births in the host country as legal recognition of the child’s existence there, as well as in the country of origin or a third country in case of repatriation or resettlement. This indicator is also relevant for IDPs as birth registration is in many contexts challenging after IDPs have had to move from their areas of origin, while this is linked to access to legal documentation and consequently access to services.










Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics (EGRIS)

EGRIS was established by the UNSC at its 47th session in 2016 and comprises more than 40 national statistical authorities, 20 international and regional organizations, and other technical experts. Its Steering Committee consists of Statistics Norway, UNHCR, Eurostat, the Turkish Statistical Institute and JIPS. To date, the Expert Group has released the International Recommendations on Refugee Statistics and the Technical Report on Statistics of IDPs, which provide countries with guidance on the production of statistics on forcibly displaced persons. The forthcoming International Recommendations on IDP Statistics and Compilers’ Manual on Refugee and IDP Statistics will provide further elaborated tools for the compilation of these statistics. 

Recognizing that collecting the data required for monitoring the recommended indicators will require dedicated resources and capacity, under the overall objective of EGRIS to improve the quality and availability of official statistics on refugees and IDPs, the Steering Committee of the Expert Group will make available resources to support countries in developing and implementing plans for collecting relevant statistics disaggregated by forced displacement, through training as well as tailored capacity building and technical support. 

Expert group and reference documents:

Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics (EGRIS):
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/expert-group-on-refugee-statistics

International Recommendations on Refugee Statistics (IRRS):
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-manuals-and-guidelines/-/KS-GQ-18-004

Technical Report on Statistics of IDPs:
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-manuals-and-guidelines/-/KS-GQ-18-003
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