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Vulnerable group (i.e. people who use drugs):
1. Key policy priority areas: 
People who use drugs are a vulnerable group in relation to a number of SDG indicators where data and indicators would be useful for guiding appropriate measures. In addition to Target 3.5, people who use drugs face stigma and discrimination in accessing health care and social services in general (Target 3.8. People who use drugs including those who inject drugs have higher rates of infectious diseases such as HIV, Tuberculosis, Hepatitis C (SDG indicators 3.3). A majority of people with drug use disorders also suffer from psychiatric comorbidities. In many regions, use of contaminated needle and syringes among people who inject drugs is a major driver of the HIV epidemic. Furthermore, premature death due to drug overdose is a major contributory factor to the burden of disease (DALYs) among people using drugs and within the general population (Target 3.4). Many drug users come from poor (Target 1.2 and 1.3) and disadvantaged background, they may have suffered childhood adversity (Target 4.2) and while using drugs have limited opportunities to develop skills for gainful employment and to pursue sustainable lifestyle (Target 4.6 and 4.7 among others). Finally, people who use drugs can be particularly vulnerable in several areas of Goal 16, for example as victims of various forms of violence (target 16.1) and when facing additional obstacles in the access to justice (target 16.3).
1. Short description/explanation (a few paragraphs please): 
The above SDG indicators cover important measures of health and well-being and human rights that are applicable to all irrespective of their status. The disaggregated data on people who use drugs including those who inject drugs (PWID) can be important indicators on universal access to health care as well as in ending poverty and promoting quality education among other targets. Addressing the vulnerabilities of people who use drugs including the stigma and discrimination they face to access social and health services or education and economic conditions can contribute to reducing the burden of disease and addressing holistically the drug problem. An estimated 275 million people are estimate to have used drugs in the past year, while one in ten people who use drugs are estimated to be suffering from drug use disorders. One in eight of the 10.6 million PWID is living with HIV and nearly every other PWID is living with hepatitis C. The access to drug treatment also remains limited as 1 in 6 people receive treatment every year, while they face increasing barriers in accessing social and health services due to their drug using behaviors. Monitoring these targets and indicators specifically for people who use drugs prisons can have positive impacts millions of people who use drugs and their families. 
1. Reference document links/webpage: 
The Outcome Document of the 2016 United Nations General Assembly Special
Session on the World Drug Problem emphasized the need to ensure non-discriminatory access to health, care and social services for people using drugs and to identify and address risk factors of drug use. All such policy requests require the production of relevant disaggregated data. 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/postungass2016/outcome/V1603301-E.pdf

International Standards On Drug Use Prevention - UNODC/WHO Second Updated Edition https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/prevention/prevention-standards.html
International Standards For The Treatment Of Drug Use Disorders
Draft For Field Testing - https://www.unodc.org/documents/International_Standards_2016_for_CND.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-prevention-and-treatment/publications.html
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