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The persistently higher percentage of poor living in rural areas and, more generally, the reduced access to services of the rural population has traditionally triggered in many countries the need of designing policies specifically aimed at rural development and at improving the livelihood of people who live outside cities. Compared to the urban areas, living in rural areas present the following unique challenges:
(1) The dispersion of people over the landscape means that public and private services must extend farther than in more densely populated areas, and, as a result, may be more costly to provide and to access. 
(2) Policies aimed at improving the well-being of rural people are more difficult to implement than in urban areas.
(3) Higher cost are due not just to distance but terrain that can present barriers to efficient provision of physical and technological infrastructures. 
(4) Given the significant position of agriculture in the rural economy, the slow dynamic of farm productivity, especially for small holders, leads to a deterioration of the living conditions of rural populations, triggering massive migration flows to urban areas. This in turn leads to depopulation of rural areas and to a reduction in the preservation of natural resources and maintenance of environmental services. 
In a broad context, rural development is a key part of the overall structural transformation of a country’s economy and its society. What happens in rural areas is related to what happens in urban areas through migration of people as well as through stronger linkages in commerce and information sharing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The preferred policy approach to rural development seeks territorial rather than sectoral development, having the entire rural economy as its scope rather than only agriculture. Therefore, a number of SDG targets not only under Goal 2 but also under Goals 1, 4, 5 8, 9, 11 should be measured by indicators disaggregated by geographical location (rural/urban). Indicators already stipulating this disaggregation in their title formulation include 1.1.1 (extreme poverty), 4.5.1 (gender equality in education), 5.4.1 (unpaid domestic work), 9.1.1 (access to roads). Other indicators that would clearly benefit from a geographical disaggregation include 1.3.1 (social protection), 1.4.1 (basic services), 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 (hunger and food insecurity), 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 (malnutrition), 8.5.2 (unemployment), and 11.2.1 (public transport access). 
In order to inform policies at national and global levels, a common definition of rural/urban areas applicable to all countries is needed. Currently, however, large differences in the national definitions exist hampering international comparability. To address this problem, an international definition of rural and urban areas was developed in a partnership between the European Commission and the Joint Research Centre (JRC), FAO, World Bank, UN-HABITAT, and the OECD. An information paper will be submitted to this effect to the 2019 UN Statistical Commission. In a similar way to other international definitions that have been established for SDG indicators (e.g. small-scale food producers), the international definition of rural and urban areas would complement, rather than replace national definitions. Therefore, countries may continue using their own definitions for national monitoring, while they would use the international definition for global monitoring, and in particular for addressing the challenge of producing SDG indicators disaggregation by geographic location. 
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