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While important advances were made in human rights protection of LGBTI people over the past 25 years, immense challenges remain, such as widespread and systematic violence, discrimination and exclusion in all regions. Based on this observation, the UN Human Rights Council adopted three resolutions between 2011 and 2016 in which it expresses grave concern for acts of violence and discrimination committed against individuals because of their sexual orientation and gender identity. In 2016, it also created the mandate of the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity (IE SOGI). One year before, twelve UN agencies issued a joint statement committing themselves to integrate protection of the rights of LGBTI persons into their work at a policy and programmatic level. 
In many countries around the world, social prejudice and criminalization have the effect of marginalizing LGBT people and excluding them from essential services, including health, education, employment, housing and access to justice.[footnoteRef:1] In May 2018, a group of United Nations and international human rights experts expressed concern that LGBT people are being effectively left behind. They noted: “the development commitments of the international community, place in the frame of the SDGs, demands that immediate attention be given to ensuring that the systematic exclusion of these groups, communities and populations be addressed: to make sure that no one is left behind, actions must be taken to tear down the systematic barriers that exclude LGBT persons from the benefits of the development agenda.” In this context, the experts underlined that such actions will rely among other, on the availability of data and on ensuring that disaggregated data collection and management are implemented in strict compliance with human rights standards.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Report of the IE SOGI to the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/38/43), 2018.]  [2:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23092&LangID=E ] 

Currently, however, there is a serious gap in the data available to capture the lived realities of LGBTI people. 
To address this gap, several UN agencies[footnoteRef:3], States and non-State actors have developed projects and initiated steps to collected data on LGBTI inclusion. UNDP led the development and roll out of the LGBTI Inclusion Index in partnership with civil society organizations and in collaboration with the World Bank and OHCHR, among others. The Index identifies the following five strategic areas: education, health, personal security and violence, economic well-being, and political and civic participation. A set of 51 indicators have been developed in line with the SDG global indicator framework. The next phase comprises, inter alia, a piloting exercise with partner countries, the development of a code of ethics on LGBTI data collection, storage and use, and the provision of assistance to integrate the Index and related disaggregated data in country-led SDG implementation.  The World Bank is also managing a project aimed at filling the LGBTI data gap, focused on LGBTI inclusion with the objective of understanding the ways in which LGBTI people are excluded from markets, services, and spaces in order to help governments, academics, and civil society organizations develop feasible solutions to be more inclusive. In addition, several States are undertaking surveys on the topic of sexual orientation and gender identity to collect data on experiences and perceptions [3:  See “The Role of the United Nations in Combatting Discrimination and Violence against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex People”, A Programmatic Overview, 19 June 2018.] 

The next report of the IE SOGI to the Human Rights Council (June 2019) will focus on data as a mean to create heightened awareness on violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The objective of the report is to identify what type of data is relevant to assess violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity; map what data are already being collected, by whom, and for what purpose; highlight key human rights safeguards that must be taken into consideration when collecting and using data; and formulate recommendations to States and other relevant stakeholders. To gather relevant information for the drafting of the report, a questionnaire will be sent and a consultation held early 2019.
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