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Background

[bookmark: _Hlk525141898]This note is prepared following the request from the IAEG-SDGs on 5 December 2018 on identifying policy priorities for data disaggregation by migratory status. The note will contribute to the 2019 UN Statistical Commission background document on data disaggregation, section on identifying policy priorities of different vulnerable population groups. Such request was made based on the outcome of a working meeting on data disaggregation with IAEG members, observer countries, agencies and stakeholders on Friday, 9 November 2018 in Stockholm, Sweden (https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-08/ ).
 
The note is anchored in the recently adopted Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM)[footnoteRef:2] and has drawn heavily from the recommendations of the 2017 United Nations Expert Group Meeting on Improving Migration Data in the Context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180713_agreed_outcome_global_compact_for_migration.pdf]  [3:  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2017/new-york--egm-migration-data/EGM%20Recommendations_FINAL.pdf] 


The note, however, is not as comprehensive as the GCM, nor intends to be. This is following the guidance of the IAEG-SDGs to keep the policy priorities identified in this note to a minimum for global monitoring.  While focusing on data disaggregation, the note also recognizes the importance of the overarching SDG targets 10.7 and 17.18, on facilitating orderly, safe and regular migration; and on enhancing capacity-building support to developing countries to increase the availability of data disaggregated by different characteristics including migratory status, respectively. Likewise, the note also wishes to acknowledge the importance of data on levels, trends and patterns of migration at the global, regional and national levels, which is not covered by the SDG indicator framework. 

While acknowledging the importance of comparability and harmonization at the international level, national policy needs should always remain the foremost priorities.


Definition of population groups in scope of the proposal:

The vulnerable groups included in this proposal are international migrants. Definition of migratory status for SDG data disaggregation purposes proposed by the Expert Group in its June 2017 meeting[footnoteRef:4], takes a stepwise approach as described below: [4:  Ibid.] 


Step 1: Migratory status for the purpose of disaggregation of relevant SDG indicators is defined by one of the following two variables: 
· Country of birth: foreign-born and native-born population 
· Country of citizenship: foreigners (including stateless persons) and citizens 
Step 2: If there is a need to distinguish between the first generation migrants and the second generation migrants, then migratory status is defined by 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Country of birth of the person and country of birth of the parents: foreign-born persons; native-born persons with both parents born abroad; and native-born persons with at least one parent born in the country. 
Step 3: Other disaggregation dimensions: 

Countries interested in other migration-related population groups could further disaggregate the data by country of birth of the parents, duration of stay in country, and reason for migration. Internal migrants and internally displaced persons could also be considered if countries are interested in population mobility within the country.

Key policy priority areas highlighted in the document:
1. Provide access to basic services (education and health care) and social protection for migrants
2. Ensure fair recruitment, decent work and labour rights protection for migrants
3. Eliminate all forms of discrimination and reduce violence against migrants
4. Ensure access to information for migrants


Key policy priority area 1: Provide access to basic services (education and health care), housing and social protection for migrants

Objective 15 of the Global Compact for Migration is to “provide access to basic services for migrants.” Non-discriminatory access to two basic services for migrants – education and health care – are specifically mentioned. The objective covers commitments to ensure that all migrants, regardless of their migration status[footnoteRef:5], can exercise their human rights through safe access to basic services. It further commits to strengthen migrant-inclusive service delivery systems, notwithstanding that nationals and regular migrants may be entitled to more comprehensive service provision, while ensuring that any differential treatment must be based on law, proportionate, pursue a legitimate aim, in accordance with international human rights law. To incorporate the physical and mental needs of migrants in national and local health care policies, the GCM proposes the consideration of relevant recommendations from the WHO Framework of Priorities and Guiding Principles to Promote the Health of Refugees and Migrants.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Exact wording used in GCM, while slightly differed from “migratory status”]  [6:  https://www.who.int/migrants/about/framework_refugees-migrants.pdf] 


Access to basic services is also reflected in other objectives of GCM. For example, Objective 4 action a) asks that migrants without proof of nationality or legal identity are not precluded from accessing basic services. Objective 7 action f) asks that unaccompanied and separated children are provided access to health care services, including mental health. Objective 16 action e) asks to empower migrant women by eliminating gender-based discriminatory restrictions on formal employment and facilitating access to relevant basic services, as measures to promote their leadership and guarantee their full, free and equal participation in society and the economy.

Non-discriminatory access to portable social protection is covered by GCM Objective 22 action a), which asks countries to establish and maintain non-discriminatory national social protection systems, including social protection floors for nationals and migrants, in line with the ILO Recommendation 202 on Social Protection Floors[footnoteRef:7]. Access to social protection applies to both countries of destination (Objective 22) and countries of origin for returned migrants (Objective 21). [7:  https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:R202] 


Linkage to specific SDG targets:

Target 1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable

Target 3.8 Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality essential healthcare services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all

Target 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations

Target 11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and upgrade slums

Key policy priority area 2: Ensure fair recruitment, decent work and labour rights protection for migrants

Labour migration is one of the most common types of migration. Objective 6 of the Global Compact is to ensure fair and ethical recruitment mechanisms and protect migrant workers from exploitation and abuse to guarantee decent work and migrants’ full contribution to countries of origin and destination. Objective 16 action e) asks to empower migrant women by eliminating gender-based discriminatory restrictions on formal employment and ensuring the right to freedom of association.

Linkage to specific SDG targets:

Target 8.3 Promote development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation, entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, including through access to financial services

Target 8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value

Target 8.7 Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms

Target 8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all workers, including migrant workers, in particular women migrants, and those in precarious employment


Key policy priority area 3: Eliminate all forms of discrimination and reduce violence against migrants

GCM Objective 17 commits to eliminate all forms of discrimination, condemn and counter expressions, acts and manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, violence, xenophobia and related intolerance against all migrants in conformity with international human rights laws. Such actions also help in empowering migrants and societies to realize full inclusion and social cohesion (Objective 16).

Linkage to specific SDG targets:

Target 10.2: By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status

Target 10.3 Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and practices and promoting appropriate legislation, policies and action in this regard

Target 16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere

Target 16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration

Key policy priority area 4: Ensure access to information for migrants

Access to information is extremely important to migrants in many aspects. In fact, Objective 3 is to “provide accurate and timely information at all stages of migration.” Information specified in the GCM includes: visas required and associated fees, ways to obtain employment permit, the qualification requirements, and the costs required to live in the destination country, options for regular migration, immigration laws and migration procedures, rights and obligations in the destination country, skill or qualification assessment at the destination country, ways to seek basic services and protection, and remittance costs and channels. To create the conditions for migrants and diasporas to fully contribute to sustainable development in all countries, information shall also be made available for their financial, voluntary and philanthropical engagement. Information should be made available at all stages of migration (Objective 3), through different platforms at different levels (local, regional and national).  

Linkage to specific SDG targets:

Target 9.c Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020

Target 16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and international agreements

Expert Group on Migration Statistics

The Expert Group on Migration Statistics is a group of subject-matter experts from national statistical offices and migration-relevant line ministries of 20 countries and 18 international, and regional organisations and 4 independent experts. The Group was formalised by the United Nations Statistical Commission at its forty-ninth session in 2018. 

Main activities of the Group include (a) providing guidance and technical support to advance methodologies related to migration statistics, including the revision of the United Nations Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration; (b) supporting activities that address data gaps and national needs for capacity development on migration statistics; and (c) facilitating coordination among regional and international agencies on the development of methods as well as capacity building activities to avoid duplication of efforts and ensure efforts at national level are aligned.
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